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Building Works!
Tackles Small Jobs

By Jach Jemsenn

This is the letesl nstaliment in our
Signs of  Suataimability  secios,
mganized iy Hustainahlo
Tompicing, Vislt them onfine af
www snstainatletonpicns, ey
How many timnes have we hewd
coapiplalnis about un-handy haedy-
men, or fie-lt folks who beoke mora
than they mpaired? They're wsual-
Iy uninsored, and sermingty don't
care  ahout  thelr  repatations.
Wonddn't it be great if thers wis a
canstriction  company  that did
grant work on small jobes, with gual-
Iﬁpd uurrkn‘a Tor m wary reasonable

Wmidn L it beeven better iF Ehey
were green-oriented Dadlders wha
codid give the hast and latest advles
arl energy consarvation and green
prolucts and pragtices? And would-
ol it b something if the profits
wint to sepporting a non-profil that
worked on fmportant isstes?

Wall, it's niot too good to be e
Community Boitiding Works! Inc.
(CRW) s a four-vear-obd nop-prodit
whase missien 85 to baild green
affordable  housing  locally  and
fnternationally  Since  forming,
CHW has woh numerois awards,
either doelng house recycling praj-
ects or building new super insulat-
ed homnes, AW breaks ground on &
ntoitel solar-powered, super insulat-
ed home at the zreen Parm Fomd
Circle Residential Reforestation
Communkty in Lansing i Jupe

Twen in U pebdat of the veces-
glon,  and  without  advertising,
while they were brtween jobs balld-
ing new homes, peaple from all
walks of 1ife asked if the organiza-
tlon could do sinall joba, ranging
feuen. Kitchens, and bathrooms o
repainting and rofinishing, CHW
took an These johs, and discoverad a
demand for a contractor wio is rell-
able, capsble, Knowledgeable and
hunesi.

The fact that fhe seaalbsd “prof-
it" on thesno jobs went o snpport
CHW's mission-related work was
icing on the cake for clients, CBW
B spoan off & new crew speciallz-
ing in smaller projecis, salied the
“AGoodeTr Crew! based on a
note left on her new conterbops Ty
a antisfied {uod repeat) costomeai.

The grisw Includes Gideon Stone,
an excperbenced crrpamter sl gemd-
nate of Cornells  College of
Arvchiltecture, and Mate Litwin, o
formar lawyver turned carpanter,
who Teandle the bulk of the on-aite

wark, along with CBW's usual sub-
cuntracters foe phonbeng and elec-
trisal specializations, Jenson nobes
that CEW dews naolb use volunteers
on 20t BTRL Crew projects,

The trouble-shooting, design,
estimution and supervision are
done by CBW director Jack Junsen,
who has 30 years exporience as a
unicn carpenter, an architect, »
desipnersbuilder and & developer
He is 3 notional consultant, rainer
and eurrigculum developer on eon-
struction, development, ami green
Hailding for woserninental
organizations and oonoprelits e
wlan designg and bulids the nes
CEW homees projects, using volun-
teprs on those projects,

"Tt seems that every job we do,
our custemers tell us horm siocies
of some other contractor they've
Bl We're not above making mis
takes, but as o comminity based
organigtion, our biggest priovity
ls o reputation,” Stone says.

AN grow mem bers are long-thme
members of the Ithaea Green
Building  Allianee;  Stone was
instriomental in Coraell's 2008
Bolar Decaihion entry; and Jensen
built his first solarpowessl hone
In 197e, All of CEWSs homes are
supar-insulated, solor-powered, dnd
use the proemsst building materials
possible, and are sold o families
earming less thamn 80 percent of e
arven median noomme.

“at the end of the day, vou're oot
omly hedping the environment and
tha Jneal affordable howsing profb-
lem, but you've abse making an
effort  towards  International

o, lensen anya, “We'ne lopking
to establish a private secter modal
whichi creates affordable housing
Internationaily and kocally witlout
using soy b paper doliacs. Like the
“Mewman's Own' coneept, it it
tastes the same or betlen, and the
profits po booa worthy cause, why
not? The key iz making sure the
product is both pricecompetltve
and of e lhighest possible gealitg "

Three CRW workers went to
Fugirs, Braador this Apedl to help
bulld & home In for 6 needy villager
partially fussied by proceeds feom
thwr 2Goed 28T ro Crews efforts; &
similar trip ks planned when the
First Farm Pond Clrcle home s
sl

To violunteer on CIW projects, or
for more informatbon, wisit waw
communitybulbiingworks oz
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